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The U.S Federal Deficit
 The U.S federal deficit in 2017 grew to $666 million in Trump first year of administration, from an equally high Obama presidency’s deficit of $587 billion.  According to Forbes International (2018), this deficit is likely to increase in 2018 and could exceed $1 trillion mark in the 2019 fiscal year (Jones n.p).  Projections from economic experts indicate that America will continue to spend more increasing federal deficit even further in the coming years. Measure to increase governments and consumers spending is therefore necessary as mitigating factors for fixing the United States deficit problem.  This paper, thus, discusses ways of increasing tax collection and spending, tax cut programs and some social and political hindrances to cut spending.
Measures to Increase Government Revenue
Although not easily politically accepted, measures to increase government revenue and spending tax can significantly mitigate the U.S deficit. The first implementation measure that would work perfectly is a tax increase.  For instance, the government could raise all tax rates on ordinary income by 1% or implement a new minimum tax for adjusted gross incomes. This option would impose a new maximum tax to both the ordinary person and the taxpayers with AGI above $1 million, raising the revenue collection close to an estimated $66.1 billion to federal revenues (Jones n.p). Alternatively, the government could include a foreign income tax for U.S citizens working outside the country or tax social security benefits for pensions and other security benefits. This proposal would, however, meet stiff opposition from worker's group and human group activists.
Besides tax increases, closing tax loopholes and preferences will go a long way in bridging the federal deficit. This closer would include, convert mortgage interest deduction, and eliminate the deduction for State and local taxes, reduce deductions for charitable giving or limit itemized deductions for individuals (Jones n.p). In the same way, the federal government could increase Medicare payroll tax, social security tax, link initial social security benefits to average prices or raise premiums for Medicare Parts B and D. Although these changes may sound safe and wise, various political and economic reasons may come in the way of implementing such spending cuts. 
Obstacles to Spending Cuts
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first political hindrance is the never-ending fighting between the Democrats and the Republicans.  For instance, the Republicans must repeal and replace the Obama Care while the Democrats would extract a high price for cooperation on tax cuts insisting that such cuts aimed at benefiting Trump and the rich (Harwood n.p). Besides the ever ending political tantrums, economic instability and inflation may increase citizens’ resistance to such programs and proposal. There is need therefore  educate people on the benefits of paying taxes and comply with tax payment.
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